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 Though Rollins (emer., English and film, Oklahoma State Univ.) and O'Connor (emer., history, New Jersey Institute of Technology and Rutgers Univ.) write that this book "explores how motion pictures have influenced, reflected, and interpreted the American experience of war," in fact the collection does much more than that. General editors of the "Film and History" series (in which this title appears), Rollins and O'Connor have assembled a rich, varied collection of essays that explore all US wars in order, from the American Revolution to Iraq. The selection of films is effective: the book deals with many different kinds of motion pictures and television productions from every period of film history, silent era to the 21st century. The critical, scholarly approaches are wide-ranging, sophisticated, nuanced, and up-to-date. The book comprises 23 essays (each interesting in itself, all enhanced by being published together), a comprehensive, general bibliography, and an unusually informative filmography. The introduction provides a context for understanding scholarly methods, offers suggestions for future research, and summarizes crucial assumptions. In the past decade, books about war films have proliferated: a new genre of film studies and historical research has been established. This volume is one of the very best. Summing Up: Essential. All readers, all levels. -- R. D. Sears, Berea College
